


Artisanal Al

Artificial intelligence systems that have been
developed with a focus on ethical data practices-
which emphasize the personal and genuine
craftsmanship in contrast to normative data scraping
AI practices and automation. The data coming from one
willing source. hand crafted and curated-

Highlighting and countering
the separation of not only
labor and laborer. but in
essence the separation of
data (which is powering the
labor through algorithmic
productivity) and data
source-

...imbuing the entire
algorithmic process with a
level of craftsmanship and
personal significance that
challenges the dominant
paradigm of data collection
and use in AI.

Focusing on ethical data
practices that emphasize
personal and genuine
craftsmanship-




Drumming
Robots

A way to translate embodied
drumming skills into
mechanical automated forms-.

Showing how the hand madea
human and artisanal can be
brought back into
artificial intelligence
systems.










Embodied
drummilng

Extracting my drumming skills
into a data set and artisanal
algorithm through the practice
of Embodied drumming-

Embodied drumming is not only
used as a method of data
generationa but in essence it
i1s about genuine human artistic
and creative skill-

The subsequent process of Skill
extraction is then where this
data 1s processed and crafted
into an artisanal AI algorithma
a process which is rooted in
ethical data practices
contrasting exploitative
normative AI practices-

Through embodied drumming
and the algorithmization
of my human skill. I
position myself as a
human creative actor
within the speculative
post work society that
contributes towards a
more equitable and
ethical digital economy-

All embodied skill sets
might be affected by the
algorithmization of
future societies-.

Because of how society 1is
currently evolving
towards automation
through AI-. the important
connection between skill
and individual person is
now being challenged-.

This 1s because algorithmic labor
is diminishing the need for a
clear connection between the
body. the source of the skills
and what is being accomplished.

This connection between persona-
labor and skill is why it 1is
important to consider and examine
the individual and the humana the
embodied-




Speculative
post work
soclety

Envisioning a future where
automation has transformed
conventional labor so that we
might reevaluate the meaning
of labor. creativity and
purpose within our lives-

A more equitable algorithmic
future. as proposed through
artisanal algorithms would
allow us to focus more on
developing other avenues
important to us. While the
artisanal algorithm is busy
working for me- I can for
instance play and design
drums. build tools for the
garden and focus on learning
new skills.




Automation in this
speculative future does l
not equal a shift of :
labor into lower quality

and deskilling work. but

instead utilizes AI to

imagine automation as an

enabler in pursuit of

self development and

focusing on what is

rewarding for the I
individual. I

I would rather adopt the
stance of perhaps not the
most plausible. but in
some ways. perhaps
preferable future.

A future where people
need to work less to
support themselves.

Adopting this ‘“naive™
stance-, allows me to
imagine futures which
I find preferable to
the dominant
discourse-.
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Physical craftipg and exploration
 _
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Physical crafting and exploration. Engaging with hancCRCUIRE REN" - in
essence tinkering. perhaps without clear goals or productive intent \ s oS of speculated
post work existencea challenging normative notions of utility. prod ivi Lye—and e A
primary focus when undertaking this task.: was that the absolute maxNuIFTuEESTT-BN J-1a FESS e was allocated towards
immersing myself within my project. enriching it through practical cISSEeTalE"Ielol S i ob SN =ESUT-1 ok -5 -0 BN Ao B- o ¥l ool
the work within an imagined '"“Post work"™ future. as external demands IRl other-disthaggiog; could easily
have detrimental effects on how well I managed to fit the work with igEEdeEEE T-YVRR-EARE-RE J oY 0=,
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How might AI and automation impact labor?

What could the role of the human creator be within a spec
future that is set as counternarrative to dominant hegemo
discourses?

These explorations also aim to C h a ]. ]. e n g e
n 0 r‘ |T| a t 1 V e notions of utility. productivitya
purpose and the W 0 r‘ k e t h 1 C while highlighting

human creativity.
as a person not living in the automated speculative post wg
where the work ethic has less dominance. this social constr

very strong factor that needs to be considered. Work ethic
‘*gatekeeper™ of what is and what is not allowed. and as dri

in justifying the displacement of labor into less skilled a
physigcadk crafting and making. embodied drumming and skill extrac

serve not only as critique of the traditional work ethic but als
as designerly explorations into alternatives. They both explore
try to expand the notion of a work ethic and value.

allowing me to develop my skills within other fieldsas like dru
building. instead of being forced into a deskilling service job

By handcrafting everything I am contrasting AI systems t
at the press of a buttons and also providing contrast in
artisanal can be brought back into artificial intelligeng

If labor is not actually needed except as a sort
fabricated or artificially constructed need or no
keep the work ethic alivea. then the potential cha
of labor easily becomes more in line with shiftin
avalilable work into a growing service sector to k
capital flowing. A sort of consumerism thereby
unnecessarily taxing the planetary resources
(including human resources) in an unsustainable
inequitable manner.



You get a
receipt with
every

generated beat

Visualizing musical data from

5 the artisanal algorithm and
dataset with a small thermal
paper receipt printer.

a This allows me to print
receipts for the user of the
drumming robot. symbolizing
some sort of value transaction
for the work that the machine
and algorithm is doing

“ Highlighting that the robot
\\ and algorithm is working for
me. instead of me.
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